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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

For the last seven years, on the chalkboard wall in my kitchen we have had a passage from St. Paul's letter to the 
Philippians. It reads, “Have no anxiety at all, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, make 
your requests known to God. Then the peace of God that surpasses all understanding will guard your hearts and 
minds in Christ Jesus.”  (Phil. 4:6-7). That passage has served me well but I did not know how much I would need 
it until this new school year.

The transition from teacher, to lawyer, back to teacher, to head of school did not come with fewer hours or less paperwork. It may have 
brought a little more. It definitely brought more mediation and more negotiation than my legal practice. However, what I did not expect 
were the other additions - the enriched prayer and faith life, the true friendship and devotion of colleagues, and the unequivocal love for 
a community and children entrusted to my care. Despite all of these blessings, stepping in as head of school during a pandemic brought 
so much anxiety that I found myself staring at that passage on my kitchen wall over and over again. And as the summer months concluded 
and the chatter of faculty and laughter of students began to fill the halls, I, in prayer and in thanksgiving, made my requests for a safe and 
successful year known to God. Now, only three weeks into the school year, I am relishing in the peace and the joy that have resulted.

This summer, the faculty and staff worked tirelessly to ensure that on the first day and every day thereafter, we would all be sitting together.  
They have prepared and prayed so that the students would have the opportunity to learn and to pray without ceasing. I am so thankful 
for each of the faculty and staff, to have them here with the students, with me, in this community. These first few weeks, the families have 
listened, have joined in community, and thankfully have surrendered to some burdensome quarantines and some harder decisions whether 
our own or those of school leadership, and have done it all with grace and with true love for our community. I cannot thank you enough. I 
know that it has been through your sacrifice, your trust, and your prayer that we are able to be here together everyday.  

On the first day of school, I challenged the Upper School students with the words of our patron and with my expectations for them this 
school year. I reminded them that our patron spoke to students just like them saying, "Young people, do not be afraid to be holy! Fly high, 
be among those whose goals are worthy of sons and daughters of God. Glorify God in your lives!” I begged them not to be afraid of the 
demands of our faith, of our families, of our friends, of our school simply because these demands require sacrifice. We must not let fear 
dissuade us from aspiring to be who we were created to be. Finally, I entrusted them with my expectations for them as students. I desire for 
our students to be among those whose goals are worthy of sons and daughters of God. However, with that desire comes great expectation. 
This year I expect five important things from each student at JPG. I expect our students to...

From the desk of

Headmistress

...Practice Courage when they persevere and work hard.

...Practice Moderation, the habit and choice of resisting illegitimate or ignoble pleasures.  

...Practice Justice, the habit and choice of obeying rules, respecting authority, and treating others fairly, and by giving one honor when 
honor is due. One of the beautiful things inherent in a classical education is that by reading about heroes, in great books and through 
history, our estimation of man’s worth increases. That means that we can honor excellence rather than shy away from it, seek to emulate 
greatness rather than envy, deride, dismantle it. 
...Be Responsible, doing one’s assigned job well, but even more so to do the job that needs doing but belongs to no one in particular.
...Practice Prudence, the ability to choose well in changing circumstances and in the absence of a rule, choose what is right without being 
told, and be  able to reason well.

My genuine hope for our JPG community this year is to find friendship and to delight in wonder. The highest kind of friendship is rooted in a 
love of the good, the true, and the beautiful. And the ultimate friendship is  a relationship with our faith, with our patron, and with the Holy 
Family. I wish that for all of you so very much. I hope for you to find and delight in wonder. At its root, wonder means to admire, to behold in 
awe, and to be humbled by what one does not know. I hope you wonder at the cross, wonder at the Eucharist, wonder at His infinite love for 
you. Finally, I pray we all continue to sacrifice for one another, continue to do what is hard but just, and continue to love without ceasing. I 
challenge you all to...Be guardians of the faith. Be guardians of the truth. Be Guardians.

Mrs. Angela Odinet
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Sept 1 All School Mass
Sept 6 NO SCHOOL - Labor Day
Sept 8 House Shirt Day
Sept 9 Headmaster Challenge Shirt Day
Sept 13-17 Homecoming Week
Sept 15 All School Mass
Sept 18 Fall Social

7:00-10:00 p.m.
Sept 18 October Lunch Orders Due
Sept 23 Totus Tuus Thursday
Sept 25 Men of JPG Retreat

8:00-2:00 p.m. 
Sept 29 Parents in Communione
Oct 4-8 Upper School Pilgrimage Week
Oct 8 First Academic Quarter Ends
Oct 11-15 NO SCHOOL - Fall Break
Oct 18 NO SCHOOL- Parent/Teacher Conferences
Oct 22 JPII Feast Day - All School Mass
Oct 24 Family Fall Fest

CalendarCalendar
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GUARDIAN NEWS

La Bonne Vie Podcast
Deacon Adam Conque, our new Director of 
Apostolate and Chaplaincy, and Mr. Kyle Albarado, 
long-time Upper School faculty member, discuss 
topics that intersect our Catholic, classical, and 
Cajun identity as a school community on the 
La Bonne Vie podcast. The goal of the podcast 
is to promote the good life that comes from 
courageously living out our Catholic faith through 
classical values to foster Catholic, classical homes in 
Acadiana. Additionally, some episodes will feature 
conversations with JPG families as well as other 
faculty members. 

Visit jpgacademy.org/la-bonne-vie-podcast to subscribe!

Student Formation
Ms. Emily Byers, Dean of Student 
Formation, is available to meet with 
students before and after school. Sign 
up for an appointment using the link 
outside her office! 

WELCOME TO YOUR HOUSE!

On Friday, August 27, the Upper School students 
experienced their first retreat. These retreats are a 
chance for students to take a break from "the pursuit 
of knowledge" as our Veritas charism describes it 
to be formed more intentionally in "the pursuit of 
holiness" of our Fides charism and "the pursuit of 
the good" of our Virtus charism. The students began 
the day worshipping God in the Mass. Then, Ms. 
Byers offered two talks: the first guided the students 
through the Our Father and invited them to practice 
personal prayer, and the second reflected on our 
identity as sons and daughters of God. After some 
silent time to pray 
individually, the 
students came 
together in groups 
so that new students 
could be sorted into 
our house system. 
New US students 
and all 7th graders were sorted into one of four 
houses, Częstochowa, Guadalupe, Stella Maris, and 
Theotokos, all named for a title of Mary to honor 
Pope St. John Paul the Great’s motto Totus Tuus. 
The new members cycled through rounds of games 
as they visited each house before officially being 

placed into their forever 
home. The laughter and 
excitement among the 
students and faculty 
echoed across the 
campus. It was a great 
day to be a Guardian!

Introducing the JPG Alumni Association! John 
Paul the Great Academy is entering its 15th year. 
We are grateful that 
our alumni are part 
of our past and hope 
that they will always 
be a part of our future. 
Join the JPG Alumni 
Association to connect with our JPG community 
and continue making memories with us. As 
association members, alumni will be encouraged 
to support the Academy through prayer, volunteer 
opportunities, or donations. We also hope that 
this membership will increase and deepen alumni 
connection with the Academy.

Visit jpgacademy.org/alumni-association to join!
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Sacred Heart of Jesus

Perpetual Adoration Chapel


